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Editorial 


Tue Conference of the Library Association may be described as one without a press. The 
greatest dailies had the barest references to it, a fa&t which is surprising and lends us matter 
for reflection. If an admittedly national service, almost universal in application, can be 
completely ignored in its annual gatherings, what is to be thought ? Is it that libraries are 
now so normal a part of the social landscape that they may be taken for granted ? Are they 
so insignificant that they do not merit notice? Alternatively, were our proceedings too 
dull for the dramatic necessities of the reporter? Or, finally, was it because the general 

ublicity of the L.A. is not aggressive, is indeed inert ? These questions every librarian and 
library authority may ask and have a right to the answer. 


On one of these questions there could surely be one answer only. The presidential address 
compared favourably with any we have had in recent years. The result of forty years of 
experience, it set out the conditions in which a public library service might be expedcted to 
survive. They were hard conditions but Mr. Savage does not mince words and is 
not nervous in his notions. His concern was that the modern librarian is unmindful of the 
source from which the public library arose, the ordinary man’s need for knowledge; and 
he feared that the too-common insistence upon giving the — light literary amusement 
might result in the main purpose being forgotten. He worked forward in mind to a day when 
trained librarians, the produéts of many schools of librarianship and not only of one as now, 
should become “ subjeé librarians ” having a department of knowledge under their control, 
of which they knew the literature and could advise upon it. 


The writers of Letters on Our Affairs deal in suitable detail with the various. papers and 
proceedings, and their commentary is to be regarded as a side-view, as it were, of the official 
proceedings which have just been published by the L.A. itself. It was a good conference in 
many ways ; the weather for the early part of the week was glorious ; the hospitality of the 
Margate authorities vied with any we have known ; and the subjects were live ones. Even 
the long speeches of labour delegates, which inevitably brought in politics, had their value 
in showing the dearest ideas of a large body of people; their only fault, one that is almost 
without remedy when they once begin, is that they rarely know when to stop; indeed they 
completely marred the meeting on Reading for Youth by discursions on work with children 
upon which progressive librarians have been convinced for twenty years. 


The central control of libraries has been referred as a subjeé for discussion to the L.A. 
Council as a result of the Margate debate. The meagre references we are able to give at this 
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Editorial 
Tue Conference of the Library Association may be described as one without a press. The 
reatest dailies had the barest references to it, a faé&t which is surprising and hod 2 us matter 


or reflection. If an admittedly national service, almost universal in application, can be 
completely ignored in its annual gatherings, what is to be thought ? Is it that libraries are 
now so normal a part of the social landscape that they may be taken for granted ? Are they 
so insignificant that they do not merit notice? Alternatively, were our proceedings too 
dull for the dramatic necessities of the reporter? Or, finally, was it because the general 
ety of the L.A. is not aggressive, is indeed inert ? These questions every librarian and 


brary authority may ask and have a right to the answer. 


On one of these questions there could surely be one answer only. The presidential address 
compared favourably with any we have had in recent years. The result of forty years of 
experience, it set out the conditions in which a public library service might be expeécted to 
survive. They were hard conditions but Mr. Savage does not mince words and is 
not nervous in his notions. His concern was that the modern librarian is unmindful of the 
source from which the public library arose, the ordinary man’s need for knowledge; and 
he feared that the too-common insistence upon giving the public light literary amusement 
might result in the main purpose being forgotten. He worked forward in mind to a day when 
trained librarians, the produéts of many schools of librarianship and not only of one as now, 
should become “ subjeé librarians ” having a department of knowledge under their control, 
of which they knew the literature and could advise upon it. 


The writers of Letters on Our Affairs deal in suitable detail with the various. papers and 
proceedings, and their commentary is to be regarded as a side-view, as it were, of the official 
proceedings which have just been published by the L.A. itself. It was a good conference in 
many ways ; the weather for the early part of the week was glorious ; the hospitality of the 
Margate authorities vied with any we have known; and the subjeéts were live ones. Even 
the long speeches of labour delegates, which inevitably brought in politics, had their value 
in showing the dearest ideas of a large body of people; their only fault, one that is almost 
without remedy when they once begin, is that they rarely know when to stop; indeed they 
completely marred the meeting on Reading for Youth by discursions on work with children 
upon which progressive librarians have been convinced for twenty years. 


* * * * * * 


The central control of libraries has been referred as a subjeé for discussion to the L.A. 
Council as a result of the Margate debate. The meagre references we are able to give at this 
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Stage will not enable a conclusion to be suggested. There are many arguments in favour of 
a special department concerning itself with libraries, all based upon the inequality of the 
service. There are many equally potent against it. The debate was kept on a fair level and 
was refreshingly free from personalities. Even Mr. Salter Davies’s reply to Mr. Sayers, 
keen as it was, because he obviously felt keenly, was a model of good humour. No one can 
obje& to the matter being carefully surveyed by the Council. It seems a flat conclusion, but 


it is the wise one. 
* * * 


The Annual Business Meeting went off without incident. The Annual Report was a 
good one ; it showed that the membership has increased by 372 to the fairly satisfactory total 
of 5,046, and that the annual income is now £13,500. These are significant faéts which show 
the Association now to be large and rich. It ought to be correspondingly powerful ; and a 
press campaign to overcome the apathy to which we allude above is surely due. A good 
opportunity is afforded by the statistical account of urban libraries which the Association has 
just published. There is material for much and necessary propaganda in that. 


When the Annual Meeting reached the reference to the National Central Library and 
the Treasury’s grudging and conditional vote of {£2,000 more than heretofore, much dissatis- 
faction was evident. Colonel Newcombe had made a temperate speech pointing out that this 
increase now made the Government grant £5,000, and the condition was that other libraries 
be required to raise another £2,000. Thereupon the meeting resolved with entite unanimity 
that the Council ask the Government to reconsider the amount of the grant and the con- 
ditions. The niggardliness of the Treasury to the N.C.L. is really remarkable and its insistence 
that local rates should pay for what is a national library is even more remarkable as an example 


of official logic. 


* * * * * * 


Coulsdon and Purley achieved an unusual distin@tion when the Lord Mayor of London, 
broadcasting from the Central Library to assemblies gathered in all the other libraries, declared 
open no less than five libraries for the Urban Distri&. Coulsdon and Purley have hitherto 
been served by the Surrey County Library, but were given their independence last Augutt, 
and in that time have employed Messrs. Gold and Aldridge to design and complete five 
buildings which may well serve as examples of small urban libraries, while Mr. T. E. Callander 
has in eight months organized his staff, his bookstock and his administration so that all the 
libraries could begin work together. In a fortnight 7,000 readers were registered and already 
the Council is asked to provide funds for more books. In a distri& in which several very 
vocal people had declared libraries to be superfluous, the result is as interesting as it is 
creditable to those who have brought it about. 


* * * * * * 


The L.A. Conference Exhibition, although fully up to the standard of previous years in 
interest, was not well attended by the Librarians. The reason for this was that it was housed 
nearly a mile from the Winter Gardens where the meetings took place, though the counter 
attractions of Margate and the sunshine may also have had something to do with it. La& 


year the Exhibition and the Hall where the meetings were held were too close together, and 
this year they were too far apart. Next year, let us hope, they will strike the happy mean. 
The ideal is that while the Librarians should not have to pass through the Exhibition to the 
meetings, it should be near enough for them to drop in while waiting for them to begin or 


in between Sessions. - 
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On the Activities of the Librarian 


(Being a chapter from a work in preparation, entitled 
The Librarian : an ironical essay on the art of succeeding.) 


By W. A. Munrorp. 


Str FREDERICK Kenyon has wisely pointed out that, before the institution of public libraries 
(using this term in its widest sense), practically all great collections of books were gathered 
together by individuals for their own satisfaction. The love of colle&ting things is among 
the most primitive instinéts of man. It began even during the nomadic period of human 
history and continues, and must continue, until the end of time. It begins in early childhood 
and continues until death deprives the eye of its gleam, and the last will and testament provides 
for the disposal of its praétical results. Until the breakdown of the feudal system and the 
rise of a new economy based on money rather than on dire& service, the development of 
the colleétor’s lust was confined, of necessity, to a few. Noblemen and members of Royal 
Houses were naturally among the most important colleétors; the rise of new moneyed 
classes diminished their 

The essential conditions necessary for the development of the book as an entity are 
the growth of communal interdependence and the breakdown of the memory as an adequate 
vehicle for the evergrowing body of human knowledge. Books began to be collected both 
by reason of the aesthetic appeal of fine craftsmanship and on account of the information 
and satisfaction which they brought to their possessor. Inner and outer form were each 
attractive and the combination was irresistible. 

The growth of this appeal began so early in human history that the book-colleéor 
precedes the printed book by many centuries. It is sufficient to mention the Ptolemys, 
Augustus and Alfred as great collectors. Even the librarian precedes the printed book. 
“ Our catalogue would have to begin with the scholars who presided over the Library of 
Alexandria.” The development of book colleéting, libraries and librarianship could only 
take place on a large scale after the introduction of printing. Hence it is only during the last 
five hundred years that real development has taken place. Mr. H. G. Wells has never written 
better than in the several works in which he estimates the value of the printed book as a 
civilising medium of the highest importance. It is interesting to speculate on the possible 
changes in world history which might have followed, had the genius of the scholarship of 
Ancient Greece been married to the printing press, but it is idle, since the press became the 
handmaiden of the Renaissance in Western Europe twenty centuries later. 

Since the book must necessarily be one of the principal tools of education, the develop- 
ment of libraries on a large scale was bound up with the educational improvements, the 
beginnings of which marked the end of the Dark Ages and the dawn of a new era. The 
development of universities, which have counted for so much that is stable and so much that 
is unstable in the civilizing of Western Europe, the slow removal of the shackles on freedom 
of thought and the growth of libraries are bound up together. 


* * * * 


The growing interest in social and economic history has been a significant feature of the 
last hundred years. One of the many interesting byways which it opens up is the study of 
occupations and professions and the changes which they have undergone over a long period 
of time. The modern banker is scarcely recognizable in the goldsmiths, scriveners and 
moneylenders from which he has developed. The modern librarian is much easier to identify 
in his predecessors of the Middle and later Ages but the changes have been as significant. 

The librarian began as a custodian of books. The individuals using the library of which 
he was in charge were very limited in numbers and well educated, from the standpoint of 
their time. They probably needed little assistance from the librarian, save in his inevitable 
capacity of a human catalogue. The emphasis of librarianship is no longer on the proteétion 
of books, although this must always retain a certain importance, but on use. The librarian 
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is no longer concerned with well educated minorities but with the whole community of 
human beings, and his chief duty to-day is to encourage and facilitate the use of his library 
by all the means in his power. 

Whereas centuries ago the scope of the printed book was severely limited, largely to those 
subjeéts which are contained in pure scholarship, its scope to-day is only limited by the mind 
of man and only by such restrictions, some good, mostly bad, which the praétical applications 
of the human thought of individuals in authority may impose upon the thoughts and expres- 
sions of others. Every phase of human aétivity, making a living, or studying in preparation 
for it, home building, recreation and amusement, religious belief or unbelief, and every single 
aspect of human life can be dealt with, and usefully, by means of the printed word. Early 
educational reformers realised the significance of such growth and felt that if it were coupled 
with compulsory universal education, civilization could develop in such a way as the world 
had never seen before. This development has undoubtedly taken place, but scarcely on the 
lines anticipated by the reformers. The modern librarian finds himself faced with huge masses 
of people, the education of most of whom has stopped short in the early years of puberty, 
few of whom are genuinely interested in education or social progress, many living under 
such conditions that idealism, as must possess anyone who wishes to make the fullest use 
of a library, is lacking in every way. Nearly all of these are motivated, of necessity, by hand 
to mouth technique and are responsive far more to the appeal of immediate satisfactions 
of an attractive nature. Many of them see little appeal in a library unless it can supply them 
with reading matter correspondingly attractive and of immediate and easy appeal. It would 
be false to argue that these form the whole of the public with which the librarian has to 
deal, but they form the larger part of it and are most important. Every library has its circle 
of real readers, students and cultured men and women in all walks of life. These are easily 
satisfied with librarianship in the old traditions, but they are of lesser importance. Librarians 
who have watched the progress of popular education over a period of many decades usually 
assert that real improvement has been made. This I believe to be the case and such progress 
ought to be increased in the future. The faé remains that the librarian in the fourth decade 
of the twentieth century has to face the phenomenon of the inadequately educated masses. 
The chief conclusion to be drawn from this is that the librarian has not merely to provide 
an efficient collection of books but to prove to the public, by every means in his power, 
that this colleétion is indispensable to them. To technique must be added publicity. 

The routine duties of the librarian should occupy but a fraction of his working hours ; 
considerable time should be available for the exploitation of his own ideas for the improve- 
ment and extension of the library service. His chief routine duties will consist firstly of the 
general supervision of his staff, a duty which should be praétically a sinecure in a well organised 
library with a competent senior staff. At the same time, as the librarian is responsible to 
the public for the work, successes and mistakes of his staff, he will be unwise to negleé this 
duty, however efficient his chief assistant and subordinates may be. His supervision of the 
more important routine work such as accounts and correspondence will be most thorough. 

The most important routine duty of the librarian is concerned with the book-stock, 
not merely with the sele&tion of new books but with maintenance (replacement of obsolete 
books with new editions or alternative titles and of worn out copies of standard titles) and 
with the withdrawal of those books which are no longer useful. These funétions are of first- 
rate importance since, as Mr. Berwick Sayers has emphasised, “Ultimately the whole business 
of a librarian, so far as book provision goes, resolves itself into the question of revision of 
stock.” 

The third duty is concerned with public relations, both through the governing body 
or committee and with the general public at large. 
* * * * 

After technique, publicity. . . . Publicity on the scale in which it confronts us in every 
department of human aétivity is a relatively new phenomenon, since it naturally followed 
and not preceded the introduétion-of compulsory popular education. Publicity itself is not 
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new, as the examination of such a work as Heal’s English tradesmen’s cards will readily show, 
and Caxton himself devised suitable methods of publicity for the new industry which he 
introduced into this country. Its scope is now universal. The modern developments — 
into use the public streets, newspapers and periodicals and even the sky, altnough celesti 
growth is fortunately: hampered by unfavourable physical conditions. 

The librarian will begin his publicity by making his library as attractive as possible. 
The building, equipment and book-stock all offer their own wide and manifold opportunities. 
It is regrettable that architectural beauty was at a low ebb when many libraries were erected 
and some of them being buildings, but definitely not archite€ture, offer little scope. This 
also applies to furniture of the same period. Conditions have fortunately changed con- 
siderably, as any person who seeks to dispose of his own furniture made during the period 
will find. The book-stock, however, offers much wider scope, since it can be modified 
without undue expense. 

Poster advertising offers considerable scope for library publicity but the opportunities 
ri pee publicity are usually limited to general news, editorial comment and correspondence. 

of these, however, offer plenty of scope to the librarian, particularly since the editors of 
local newspapers can usually be persuaded to regard the library as news and since pressure 
on their space is less intense than is the case with the national press. Of course, the librarian 
of a large town or city may find that the chief local newspapers have a national circulation, 
but there are usually also those publications which cater more particularly for peculiarly 
local needs and publicity in these journals is often more advantageous. 

The public of to-day is subjected to publicity from all quarters at very high pressure 
and if library publicity is not at least as persistent and attra¢tive as that of the chief commercial 
commodities in general use it is of little value. 


Cataloguing in Theory and Practice 
By Joxnn L. THornron, A.L.A. 


THE catalogue is one of the most important tools in every library, and its formation in public 
libraries has recently been much discussed. Librarians are faced with a goodly array of 
imposing codes from which to choose, all differing to some extent from one another, and 
bristling with intricate regulations and details which cannot economically be incorporated 
in public library catalogues. In these circumstances it is not surprising that very rarely is 
any printed code stri€tly adhered to, but that librarians modify the rules to suit their individual 
requirements. 

Of recent years particularly, public librarians have been exercising economy in the 
compilation of catalogues, both to save time and to avoid the inclusion of details which are 
of no value to users. It must be made clear that any omission of detail should not be made 
to cut down the work of the cataloguer, if by so doing the public is deprived of useful services. 
In his Rules for a dictionary catalog, 1904, on page six, Cutter makes the following statement : 
“ The convenience of the public is always to be set before the ease of the cataloger.” 

The details to be found on cataloguing cards vary greatly. In some libraries only author, 
title and date are given, while others, in addition to the inclusion of other particulars such as 
size, series, publisher and place of publication, confuse borrowers with fuller details, which 
are of little value, especially when dealing with modern books. 

Going to the other extreme, a few libraries entirely dispense with entries for fiction 
and juvenile books, but it is doubtful if this can be a satisfactory arrangement in libraries 
where a large proportion of the stock is always in the hands of borrowers. 

Another method which is adopted to advantage in public libraries is to vary the form 
of cataloguing with the kind of book treated. Fiction requires the very barest details, such 
as author, title and date; even a location mark is not required if the books are arranged 
alphabetically, and other details are not only of little or no value to borrowers, but may even 
confuse them. The second form of entry is reserved for reference books, and text books 
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which will probably remain in stock for some years. Details of edition, size, series, ef¢., 

may prove of value in the case of these volumes, but the fullest entries, if used at all, should 

a employed for special colleétions and rare volumes, which are permanently housed in 
library. 

Co-operative cataloguing is the only method which would ensure all libraries having 
identical entries, and giving uniform treatment to all types of books, but among other draw- 
backs, it is probable that the printed cards produced would contain fullest details of all volumes, 
as do most printed cards issued at the present time. Also, it would be necessary to adhere 
Strictly to a system of rules (probably the Anglo-American Code would be adopted), which 
could not find favour with all librarians. On page six of the compilation above mentioned, 
Cutter gives an excellent idea of what cataloguing rules are intended for, in these words : 
“No rules can take the place of experience and good judgment, but some of the results of ex- 
perience may be best indicated by rules.” 

Nowadays, it is not possible for librarians religiously to adhere to any cataloguing code, 
particularly in public libraries where some books are only in stock for a short period, and 
their nature does not merit exhaustive treatment, but as guides along the thorny paths of an 
intricate subject, such rules are essential. J.L.T. 


Every librarian who has had anything to do with the cataloguing of a library knows 
that it is a subje& that is fraught with “ problems.” While therefore he does not need a 
book to remind him of this painful faé&, he would welcome one that told him how to deal 
with them. An attempt to do something of the sort has been made in one just published by 
the American Library Association: Some Practical Problems in Cataloging, by Harriet D. 
MacPherson, Ph.D., price $1.50. It is based on le€tures given by the author at the School 
of Library Service, Columbia University, who tells us in her preface that “ the problems 
treated are of the sort which would interest especially the cataloguers of more scholarly 
institutions of from 50,000 to 200,000 volumes.” If we had a quarrel with either the book 
or its author it would, in fac, be on this statement, for we are of opinion that everyone who 
has to do with cataloguing to any extent will find it of interest. For instance, who among us 
can fail to be interested in such things as these, to instance several chapters in this little book 
of a hundred and forty-two pages: the mechanical upkeep of a catalog, a cataloger’s 
reference tools (of which most catalogers have far too few), difficult names and their 
entries, difficulties in determining the cost of cataloging, special collections and their 
cataloging, and so on. 

We shall likewise read regretfully the chapter outlining the development of co-operative 
cataloguing in the United States. I say regretfully, because of the little progress we our- 
selves have made along these lines. 

For those who want to pursue the “ problems” further, references are appended to 
each chapter, and among them we are pleased to notice such British names as those of Sayers, 


Cranshaw, Guppy and Savage. H.A.S. 


Summer School of Library Practice 


6rH—11TH JULY, 1936. 

A Summer School of Library Praétice, which will take the place of the Autumn School 
conduéted in former years by the Scottish Library Association, will be held in Edinburgh 
during the week commencing July~6th. 

The principal object of the School is to assist Students who are Studying for the Elementary 
ot Intermediate examinations of The Library Association, but it will be open to all persons 
interested in Library work, whether members of the Association or not. The lectures are 
divided into two seétions, Elementary and Intermediate, and cover the usual ground; 
Library Classification, Cataloguing, Administration, Bookbinding and English Literary 
History, etc. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS. Monday, 8 June, 1936. 
ANOTHER CONFERENCE 
is here, and in fulfilment of our long established custom, I write to you about it ; or, rather, 
we write, as Callimachus, mine ancient friend, and yours, shares this epistle. Seeing that 
Tre Lrsrary Wor p, in which this will be printed, appears about the middle of the month, 
we thought, in order that our account might not be too late, that a day-to-day diary should, 
be kept of our doings, | beginning, he continuing. I confess there was method in my sugges- 
tion of this course, since I get the light Monday, while he gets Tuesday, with his impressions 
of the President’s address; I get Wednesday, a light day again, while he gets Thursday 
with the mySterious debate on Central Control, about which so much is muttered and so 
little known; and so on. The icy beginning of June has suddenly given place to glorious 
sun, and as the train spun through Rochester this morning, even the dingy city of Edwin 
Drood looked benign and its river fair. Sunshine flooded Margate, and, as I carried my 
humble suit-case to the Grand Hotel, I blessed the Olympians who decided that June should 
be conference-time ; although but lately, the weather prompting, I had well nigh cursed. 

I look over a green called the Oval to the smooth grey shimmering sea across which a 
steamer paddles now and then, and far-off great liners go no one here knows whither ; and 
beyond is open sea, to the North Pole I am credibly informed. The hotels are not specially 
full of librarians—or this does not seem to be—although the rooms are full. I went along 
a few minutes since to the St. George’s Hotel, which has a big lounge; there I saw the 
President chatting in a corner, the Honorary Secretary, browned by his recent > 
America, and, amongst others, Mr. Tapley-Soper, whom I have not seen of late. Probably 
there is a great array of bibliothecal genius at St. George’s. 

It is a goodish step to the Winter Gardens where we are to meet. Pray, my brethren, 
that the weather hold as fair as now, lest we get wet a-travelling! 1 went and got my papers, 
the Librarian, Mr. Gritten, who is Local Honorary Secretary, smiling and aétive to 
welcome all. 

There in those same Winter Gardens we have had 


A Reatiy DELIGHTFUL RECEPTION 


and ball. It was a treat to exercise my aged and Stiff limbs in a waltz to the melodies of my 
youth, Little Annie Rooney and After the Ball is Over. The Mayor welcomed us; there was 
this dancing, and then a cabaret interval where some exquisite dancing by pretty young 
folk, some fine Japanese balancing, a comic but most dextrous bicyclist and others 

a welcome change from our terpsichorean efforts. As for the refreshments, they were ample 
and excellent, and thereto I for one did fair justice; so that, as I walked slowly home to 
the Grand, under a large low moon about midnight, I could say that a fair day had been 
completed in most fair fashion. 


Tuesday. 


I don’t know who the florist—or in this case should I say floralist >—is who sets out 
public rooms in Margate but I do not remember a more delicately successful blending of 
antirrhinum than smothered the high platform in the Winter Gardens when Mr. Savage 
took the chair this morning. It was a wonderful sight: at least a thousand persons faced 
that august platform whereon the Olympians sat—the guests from abroad whom we cheered 
when the president named them in turn, from Australia, New Zealand and America (I hope 
I’ve left no country out!) ; the members of the Council, or most of them, and the Mayor 
and supporters from 4is Council. The Mayor welcomed us in an excellent speech which gave 
us the franchise of what really is, Zenodotus, a fine place, and he sung its praises in a fashion 
which every mayor may be allowed to follow. 
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Mr. Savage had a great reception and gave 


A MEMORABLE ADDRESS. 


Outlining first the history of the distribution of the book, he brought us back to our original 
purpose, which was to supply reading matter that was needed by the people. I am not going 
to attempt to repeat all that he said, but some of it was, in my humble judgment, of great 
importance. The selection of books, I gathered from his speech, was the work of personal 
knowledge of bibliography conditioned by knowledge of readers. I could not hear every- 
thing, although the President might, had he desired, have switched on the microphone, and 
50 many delegates came in late (confound them !) and the floor creaked on some of the most 
important words, so that the sense was lost ; nor was audibility improved by the voice coming 
to us over banks of flowers, lovely as they were. To continue my gatherings: Mr. Savage 
attacked the view that we had any business to compete, in their own fields mind you, with 
the commercial fiction libraries. Adequate stocks of books of worth were essential, and to 
bring these and readers together was our job. That book-seleétion could never be made by 
outside authorities who compiled book-lists, however useful these might be by way of initial 
suggestion. Only the man who had to make books produétive, that is to say who knew his 
readers and had the duty of catering for them on the spot, could seleé& books satisfactorily. 
Quite clearly, thought I, government control is not dear to the presidential heart; but what 
followed left me unsure. One of our difficulties was the local boundary ; larger units of 
library service were necessary, in order to produce more efficient librarians. And so he 
came to 
His ARGUMENT, 

which was: there were, in = of statements so often on people’s lips that readers only 
wanted the lightest rubbish, large numbers who still wanted real books. He challenged 
the suggestion of Mr. Oliver Stanley, the President of the Board of Education, that people 
read only for amusement. If this were the sole result of sixty years of rate- and State-aided 
education, should we not close our schools and dissolve the Board of Education? But, as 
every librarian knew, Mr. Stanley’s statement was not well founded. To meet the wants of 
the real reader special subject Librarians were needed, who would become expert in the biblio- 
graphy of their subjeéts and be so trained also as to be able to direé& readers. To do this 
many more library schools were needed. 


Well, Zenodotus, it was a good address from one who takes no rosy view of life as a 
rule, and it certainly puts us on our metal. Its apparent quixotism and occasional perverse- 
ness, which are charaéteristic, were shot through with real earnestness and practical idealism. 
We must examine these ideas more fully ; but such matters as larger library areas are not ours 
to arrange, are they ? Who, too, will pay in England for large corps of subjeé librarians ? 
They are said to exist here and there in America, but to call a man a specialist is not, in my 
view, to make him one ! 


I could not attend all the meetings in 


THe AFTERNOON. 


If he did not add much to library economy, Mr. George Fry was practical and useful 
in his discussion of library staffs, as was Mr. Wm. Pollitt, as one would expeé& of two such 
men, but the discussion added little, as I say, to my own experience. A point was made that 
on one Staff the assistants in turn attend the Library Committee Meetings—to learn how, 
of course. This, too, was true of Mr, Elles Sellick’s neat address to the Assistants’ Se&tion 
on “ The Training of Library Staffs,” a question always worth treatment. With these in 
hand I could not attend the reading of Mr. Theodore Besterman’s “ New Bibliography of 
Bibliographies,” in which I am told he led up to a work he himself is compiling ; or, most 
unfortunately, to Mr. R. Irwin’s paper on the planning of county headquarters, a subject 
somewhat overdue on which little is known. 


|. 
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“ART PRICES CURRENT” CONTAINS ALL THE FACTS 
YOU NEED TO KNOW, INDEXED IN ALL THE WAYS 
YOU WANT TO REFER TO THEM. 


ART PRICES 
CURRENT 


THE INDISPENSABLE GUIDE. 


A CONTINUOUS RECORD OF ART VALUES 
SINCE 1907. 


Volume XIV., £3 3s. 


The fully detailed text embraces every important Art Sale throughout 
the world. 


All necessary details for the identification of each work are included, 
with those points from the catalogue on which the buyer based his offer. 


The buyer, price paid, and rate of exchange for the day of sale are 
given for each item and sale. 


The information is cross indexed in every way you can want to refer to 
it, and there are separate sections for PicTuRES, DRAWINGS, MINIATURES, 
and Encravincs. By purchasing the latest volume and completing your 
set, you have the most complete information about Art Values that it 


is possible to possess. 
Obtainable from 
GRAFTON & CO. 
51 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 
Published by 


THE ART TRADE PRESS Ltd. 


1-2 DORSET BUILDINGS, SALISBURY SQ., FLEET ST., E.C.4 
LONDON, ENGLAND 


283 
ow 
ae 
a 


284 THE LIBRARY WORLD . 


I went, of course, to 
Tue Pustic MEETING 

in the evening. A goodly show this, Zenodotus, when the serried ranks of our society again 
vibrated before the brilliant flower jungle in the Winter Gardens. After a well-put word by 
the Mayor, Mr. Hilaire Belloc gave a witty and delightful speech on the commercialized 
book in England. To analyse it would be to rob it of Mr. Belloc, and that would be unfair, 
as its Bellocian character was its chief charm. Of course he told us that writing was a “ beastly 
occupation,” but all writers say that cheerfully and flourish somehow quite happily in the 
“ beastliness.” The outline appeared to be that men now had to write books of a certain 
length, and they had to write for a livelihood ; thus, they were compelled to write, not 
exactly as they would, but as the market dictated. Nor could this be helped, since the capitalist 
provided the produétion costs. Here he created a certain stir in some of the audience by 
saying that a communist or other society would do worse. All great books of the past, I 
gathered, were produced under the influence of the patron who in effeé& said to the writer, 
“ Do your best and I’ll keep you alive.” The present method led to verbiage, machine work 
and the general degradation of literature. Nor could he see a remedy except the return of 
the patron without his power to tyrannize. 

Think all that over, Zenodotus, and surmise frequently upon it. But what cheerful 
pessimists these famous men are! A cup of coffee was indicated, although Callimachus called 
for something more “ nifty.” 

I should not forget the admirable speech in which the Chairman of Manchester Libraries, 
Miss Kingsmill Jones, thanked the author of Mr. Emanuel Burden and The Path to Rome (that 
lovliest book !). Mr. Belloc had said that everybody should protest against the standardized 
book and stupid reviewing, but she asked that authors should do ¢heir bit. Then there was 


A Nove. CEREMONY. 


A handsomely-bound extra-illustrated copy of Hasted’s Hiffory of Kent was handed by the 
President to the Mayor of Margate for the public library, as a souvenir of our conference. 
That was a good idea—I wonder who thought of it. It was the first time we have given any- 
thing to our hosts, except a dinner ; I hope other years will see this funétion in other towns. 
Excuse my composition to-night, Zenodotus ; happy as the day has been, it has been full, 
and as you see from my writing I am sleepy. 


Wednesday. 


Punétuality, the courtesy of princes, is not that of librarians—or is it of their committees 
on holiday ?—and we started late this morning. There was also a brief delay when Mr. 
Benson Thorne began, as the microphone was not switched on, and some delegates of the 
deafer sort alleged that they could not hear him. When it was, his fine voice sounded in the 
early moments as if he were bellowing down a drain pipe. However, he soon got it in order 
and the paper proceeded admirably. Benson Thorne is a generally-liked person and what 
he says is worth hearing. He agreed that much of the attempt made to direé& the young was 
futile and rejeéted by them and gave an admirable account of the theory of work with 
adolescents, in particular drawing attention to the fine aétivities in this direétion pioneered 
at Walthamstow. Ah, Zenodotus, here was matter on which men may speak, and the non- 
librarians took charge of the discussion, this one mistaking it for a debate on children’s libraries 
and describing at much length what a good children’s library is—this in 1936! Another 
said that youth did desire information in spite of the current cheap sneers, and several plunged, 
vociferously, for the room was latgé, into politics. 

Mr. L. R. McColvin’s speech on “ Libraries and Leisure” was well-constructed, and 
merely affirmed that as leisure was an increasing fa& so libraries must expand in an imaginative 
manner to provide for it, and that the best approach to non-readers was through light, simple 
and attractive books on their games and hobbies. Sound stuff, I thought. 

I missed the afternoon meetiags and I can only hope that Callimachus attended them. 
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Thursday. 


Eratosthenes has followed a mean course in suggesting that I add to his meagre account 
of yesterday. I shall not do it. Moreover, this is not a chronique of the Conference, but a 
few impressions. This morning we went in some trepidation to the Winter Gardens. Was 


there to be a fight on this 


** CENTRAL CONTROL OF LIBRARIES ” ? 


It was aétually rather tame. Colonel Mitchell was not in his best form; he seemed to be 
nervous and the microphone hampered him considerably. He made a clear, reasonable 
Statement for control, not necessarily by the Board of Education, for grant aid, and for 
sympathetic inspeétion, so that the system might be co-ordinated. He moved a resolution 
asking the Council to advocate these matters. Mr. Berwick Sayers followed in a speech 
which point by point denied that the demand for control existed ; that if it did it sala only 
be by the Board of Education; if then by the Board, inspection would follow, and the 
inspectors were unlikely to be librarians of experience ; and, finally, no great city wanted 
it and in the national financial situation no minister in his senses would advocate it. A well- 
managed debate followed, in which Mr. Salter Davies made extremely clever satirical play 
with Mr. Sayers, but did not carry his audience altogether; Mr. Osborne declared that 
the A.L.A. had asked for Federal aid and omitted to say that it repudiated central control 
at the same time; a point upon which Mr. McColvin corrected him; and Mr. Gillgrass 
read a long extract from a paper read by Mr. Sayers some twenty years ago in which the 
latter had said that inspection was necessary—a good, but somewhat ancient point, as even 
Mr. Sayers might conceivably have changed his mind. Hereupon an amendment referring 
the whole question to the Council was passed, and a complete victory was scored by every- 
body. A great ado about nothing, is my verdi&! 

There have been meetings this afternoon on Children’s Libraries and on Contaés with 
village readers which drew fair audiences, but the general session was addressed by Mr. 

ast on 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

and the deluge: I accuse.” To a great and delighted crowd Mr. Jast vivise&ted the work 
of the bibliographers as corpse-exhumers who dug up dead authors in order to prove that 
they were dead. In short, he wished a sele& world bibliography of books worth survival 
to be made, and hoped for a bibliographical seétion of the L.A. The paper was as witty as 
Mr. Jast knows how to be. 

This evening I retain only confused memories of 
THe ANNUAL 

Mr. Salter Davies roused the Mayor of Margate by a charming speech which inadvertently 
reminded His Worship that his town was a part of Kent ; Mr. Jast, in proposing “ Literature,” 
made great play with the alleged relation between what authors ate and drank and literature ; 
Prof. Laski, in response, made much praise and a good deal of irony about libraries ; Dr. 
Sandison wanted libraries to colle& examples illustrating the history of the book and its 
processes so that library staffs might be interested in ‘“‘ the glamour of the book,” and the 
President made a capital little speech on things in general. Mr. Berwick Sayers proposed 
the health of Mr. Gritten, the Local Hon. Secretary, and, after Mr. Gritten had responded, 
Auld Lang Syne, sung really well—I helped—closed a fine day. 

So good-night. 4 ERATOSTHENES. 

CALLIMACHUS. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor p.] 
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By DR. PHILIP B. BALLARD, M.A. 
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Personal News 


Miss Ruth Sproston, Assistant, Brunner 
Public Library and Museum, Northwich, 
Cheshire, to be Senior Assistant at the Astley 
Cheetham Public Libraries and Art Gallery, 
Stalybridge, Cheshire. 


Library Topics 
[The Editor of THe Lisrary Worup would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional foterest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than 

the first of each month.) 

ALTRINCHAM.—The Earl of Crawford 
and Balcarres, P.C., K.T., is to open the new 
art gallery and reference library on June 24th, 
1936, when he will be supported by the Earl of 
Stamford. Altrincham has been the happy 
receipient of the gift of funds to provide the 
fabric, the donor being content to remain 
anonymous. Mr. W. G. Bosworth, the Chief 
Librarian and Curator, has arranged a fine initial 
exhibition for the gallery, and is issuing a com- 
plete catalogue of the extensive “‘ Cheshire Col- 
leétion ” of books, maps, pamphlets and deeds. 

COULSDON AND PURLEY.—On Satur- 
day, May 23rd, the public library service of 
the Urban Distri€& Council of Coulsdon and 
Purley was opened by the Lord Mayor of 
London (Alderman Sir Percy Vincent), who 
is a resident in the distri@. The system con- 
sists of two medium sized libraries at Purley 
and Coulsdon, and three smaller libraries at 
Kenley, Sanderstead and Selsdon. By this 
localization of supply it is hoped that the needs 
of rather a scattered population will be served 
in the best manner. 

COVENTRY.—In the March-April and 
May-June numbers of the Coventry Bookshelf 
are some very useful notes on special features 
which appear regularly in periodicals. These 
will be continued in the next number. 

CROYDON. — The Croydon Public 
Libraries have recently added a sele&tion of 
books on Australia and by Australians; 
through the co-operation of Mr. H. Ruther- 
ford Purnell, Librarian of the Public Library 
of South Australia, the colleétion, although 
small, is representative. 

FULHAM.—The Public Libraries of Ful- 
ham issue a valuable short list of additions 
every month in a very neat form. 

HORNSEY. — In the Hornsey Public 
Libraries Quarterly Lift, Spring, 1936, is given 
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a list of “ Films from Novels.” The survey 
of Best Books for Children, 1935, just to hand 
from Hornsey Public Libraries, is as thorough 
as usual and should prove useful to teachers, 
parents and children themselves. 

KING’S LYNN.—During last year 144,374 
volumes were issued from the Libraries, an 
increase of 11,855 on last year. The article, 
“ From the Madding Crowd,” by the Mayor, 
in the May number of the Readers’ Quarterly 
shows little critical acumen. 

LEEDS.—From the Commercial and Techi- 
nical Library, Leeds, comes a list of books on 
“‘ Metallurgy and Metal Working.” 

LOWESTOFT.—Lowestoft is the latest 
public library to issue the printed hand list of 
additions each month. The seleétion of books 
given is quite good. 

MIDDLESEX.—Books for All, the maga- 
zine of the Middlesex County Libraries, goes 
gaily on its way. In the third number is a 
good list on “ Simple Science: a selection of 
books suitable for the general reader.” The 
notes on some modern writers are good, and 
will attraé& readers. 

NEWARK.—The Annual List of Additions 
to hand from the Gilstrap Public Library, 
Newark, is well produced, and printed. The 
paper should have been better. 

NOTTINGHAM.—The Nottingham Public 
Libraries Bulletin, Spring, 1936, gives full 
particulars of all the latest additions to the 
Libraries. This, in presentation of material 
and produétion, is now one of the best of all 
library bulletins. 

RUGBY.—The notes on books of poetry 
in the Rugby Public Libraries New Books 
take the very interesting form of quotations 
from the books themselves. 

SUNDERLAND.—An exhibition of Pastels 
seleéted from the 1936 London Exhibition of 
the Pastel Society was held at the Sunderland 
Art Gallery from May sth to June 14th. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY. — In 
the May number of the Swinton and Pendle- 
bury Public Libraries Bulletin is an article on 
“ The Keeping of a Diary” by the Editor, also 
“A Small Company ” on some books that have 
influenced him, by Neil Bell, the well-known 
novelist. 

WALTHAMSTOW. — The Borough of 
Walthamstow has just had a most valuable 
gift of paintings from Frank Brangwyn. This 
gift, which includes, besides a number of his 
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Edited and newly revised by W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
faa Fifth edition. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illus. 30s. net. 
rest Scope of the Work. 
of For thirty-three years this standard work has been the principal text- 
oks book on library economy in this country. A FIFTH EDITION is an event 
of considerable importance, and every advantage has been taken of the 
ga opportunity it affords to bring the work abreast of modern thought and 
oes Gi 
practice. 
of Critics have declared that librarianship has developed so rapidly and 
The with so many ramifications that one book cannot contain it all. Into 
und the multiplicity of detai/ the Manuat does not enter, but it does give, what 
at all times librarians have required, a comprehensive view of the work of 
ons the librarian, sufficiently full for es use, and for a thorough apprecia- 
ry tion of all the problems involved. The faé that every text-book since has 
rhe expressed some debt to this work is positive proof of its value. 

; Every chapter has been revised; obsolete matter has been omitted, 
pic as have definitely controversial topics ; and there is considerable new material 
Full on co-operation, planning, lighting, decoration, printing, and the recent 
7 county developments. 

"ail The work has been completely re-set in modern style, with many new 
illustrations, and the publishers have made every effort to keep it fully worthy 
try of its high reputation. 
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own works, paintings by Augustus John, 
Sir Alfred East, W. Russell Flint, Wilkie, 
Siekert, Brabazon, Rossetti and Veronese, and 
some Chinese and Japanese pictures, will form 
the basis of a permanent art gallery for the 
borough which will be housed in The Water 
House, the former residence of William Morris, 
which belongs to the Corporation. 

WOLVERHAMPTON. — On April 23rd 
extensions to the Central Public Library, 
Wolverhampton, were opened by the Presi- 
dent of the Library Association, Mr. Ernest 
A. Savage, M.A. The extension is built on 
land immediately adjoining the present build- 
ings. The new buildings comprise a large 
newsroom on the ground floor, size 7oft. by 
33ft., with vestibule, and on the first floor a 
students’ room, 56ft. by 27ft., also caretaker’s 
accommodation. The new buildings have 
necessitated the following re-arrangement of 
the rooms in the old building :—On the 
ground floor the existing newsroom becomes 
the lending library which is conneéted with 
the new newsroom. On the first floor the 
existing lending library becomes the reference 
and commercial library, which is of easy access 
to the new students’ room. The existing 
reference and commercial library is to be 
adapted as a small hall. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

Brisrot Public Libraries.—Reading in Bristol : 
Annual Report of the Libraries Committee, 
1934-1935. City Librarian, James Ross, 
F.L.A., F.R.S.L. Population (estimated), 
412,500. Income from Rate, £27,161. 
Stock: Lending, 156,696; Reference, 
125,917. Additions, 20,244. Withdrawals, 
16,781. Issues: Central Lending, 210,640 ; 
Reference, 70,525 ; Library of Commerce, 
115,945; Patents, 7,999; Branches, 
1,512,598; Schools, 47,058. Borrowers, 
§3,701; extra tickets, 14,333. Branches, 15. 
The committee record their gratification that 
Steady progress has been made in all departments of the 
libraries during the year under review, and that their 
efforts to increase the usefulness of the service to all 
classes of citizens have met with such wide apprecia- 
tion. There was a further rise in the total circulation, 
which is rapidly approaching two millions annually, 
and which exceeded any in the history of the libraries. 


Greater use than ever before has been madg of the 
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Reference since its being converted to the open-access 
system. Several distinguished users of this department 
have expressed their appreciation of the new arrange- 
ment. In the Lending Department there was an 
increased demand for books dealing with psychology, 
social and political problems, domestic arts, history, 
and biography among others. Further extension of the 
i service is noted in the ereétion of a branch 
library at Westbury-on-Trym, which is now probably 
opened to the public as these notes are written, and the 
acquisition of a site for a library at Knowle in the near 
future. The new libraries which have been eStablished 
in recent years are doing excellent work. The Libraries 
own bindery dealt with 20,549 volumes during the 
year. The rules governing the membership of the 
lending libraries have been revised, and included in 
the new regulations are the doing-away with guarantors 
for all persons on the Parliamentary eleétors’ register, 
and the allowance of a third ticket per person. 
Darwen Public Library—A Year’s Work: 
being the Borough Librarian’s 46th Annual 
Report, 1935. Borough Librarian, Albert 
Singleton, F.L.A. Population, 36,010. In- 
come from Rate, £2,121. Stock: Lending, 
28,041; Juvenile, 3,618 ; Reference, 4,181 ; 
Schools, 7,440. Additions, 2,454. With- 
drawals, 1,992. Issues : Lending, 189,221; Re- 
ference,11,879; Distributing stations, 42,685 ; 
Schools, 72,182. Borrowers, 10,668 ; extra 
tickets, 2,024. Distributing Stations, 4. 
Although the total book circulation did not reach 
the figure of the previous year, the Report records 
much = work accomplished in all directions. Com- 
pared, however, with that of a decade ago the circulation 
shows a 40 per cent. improvement, In the past year 
the decrease was almost wholly in the fiétion class, and 
it is suggeSted by the Librarian that an effort to regain 
these lost issues should be made by means of an 
advertising scheme drawing attention to the facilities 
offered by the Library. is may meet with 
some measure of success, but according to the Report 
30 cent. of the — ate already registered 
very gure, and one not very easily 
oe upon. Public use of the Reference library, 
also the branch distributing Stations has been sus- 
tained at about the same level. The Library is one of 
the 74 participants in the North-West Regional Library 
Bureau, and their readers made good use of the scheme. 
A prosecution by the police concerning the theft of 
Library books was undertaken and a conviction secured, 
Kertrerinc Public Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery.—39th Annual Report. Librarian 
and Honorary Curator, Miss Kate E. Pierce, 
F.L.A. Population, 31,220. Rate, 2.43d. 
Income from Rate, £1,824. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 16,591; Reference, 5,277. Additions, 
1,894. Withdrawals, 1,300. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 145,564; Children’s Books, 34,612; 
Reference, 6,674. Borrowers, 5,822; extra 
tickets, 945. 
Here we have one of the few libraries able to 
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THE FRANGIS MOTT co. L10. 


MANUAL & WHO'S WHO 
SPIRITUALISM 
PSYCHIC RESEARCH 


This book is needed on the shelves of all libraries. Over 
shelves, including those of HULL, HACKNEY, BRISTOL, 
WANDSWORTH, etc. It has over 5,000 biographies in it, 
and is a mine of information on psychical topics. 

10s. net. 440 pp. Demy 8vo. 


LIFE OF EMILE COUE 


The official biography of the famous French ps . 
institute in England. A brilliant book. 

8s. 6d. net. 320 pp. Demy 8vo. 


A VOICE OUT OF EGYPT 


By RANDALL STEVENS. 


This is in great demand now through the given 
to its disclosures concerning ancient Egypt which the 
author has received clair-audiently. 

7s. 6d. net. Demy Svo, 240 pp. Illustrated. 


112-115, FETTER LANE, E.C.4 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
WITH OVERSEAS INTEREST 


DAVID’S BAND. By D. 8. BATLEY. 
Illustrated by BAY ROBINSON. 


A tful story of an Indian Christian 
. First published in Bengali for 
Indian children. 1/- 


CHOPSTICKS. (3rd Edition.) 
By F. J. CODRINGTON. 
Illustrated by HELEN JACOBS. 
All about China and Chinese children. 2/6 


THE WIND LADY AND THE TWINS. 
By REGINALD CALLENDER. 
Illustrated by HILDA KERR. 


THE PRICELESS JEWEL. By D.S. BATLEY. 

ALL POSTAGE EXTRA. 


ZEWHITH PRESS 


19/21 Southampton St., Fitzroy Sq., London, W.1 


THE NEW COMPREHENSIVE 
STANDARD DICTIONARY 


An entirely new and revised edition, defining 50,000 
words and phrases and including over | ,000 illustrations ; 
names and latest population figures of principal cities 
throughout the world; the clearest definitions ever 
given and the plainest guide to pronunciation; nearly 
6,000 synonyms, antonyms, and prepositi with many 
examples of their use ; special department of helps to 
correct English ; many foreign words and phrases trans- 
lated ; instructions in signs, symbols, and proof-readers’ 
marks ; the language of flowers and gems; poisons and 
their antidotes ; weights and measures; and a speciaj 
section giving Coloured Maps of all countries of the 
World. It is undoubtedly an ideal dictionary for Office, 
Home and School. 


Bound in Royal Scarlet Fabrikoid, with 
thumb-notch index, gold edges. 8vo. 
784 pages. Price 10s. 6d. 


Funk & Wagnalls Co. 


27a Farringdon Street, E.C.4 
The Master Makers of Dictionaries 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


We are very 
good 
booksellers 


119-126 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 
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report the highest circulation ever recorded in one year. 
Over 10,000 more books were lent for home-readin 
than in the year previous. There was, however, penal 
drop in the use of books in the Reference department, 
and this — ht the total increase for the year down 
to 9,163. Children borrowed over g00 more books in 
spite of on total inadequacy of the accommodation 
rovided for them. The age limit for children has 
n abolished and now any child who can read is 
allowed to borrow. Specially sele&ted books have been 
Sweay for the little ones. The work of the Hospital 
ibrary has also increased during the year. Books with- 
drawn from circulation have been sent to the local 
Unemployed Centre and to a boys’ club. The Library 
has become a constituent member of the newly-formed 
East Midlands Regional Library Bureau. 
SrrETFoRD Public Libraries.—Annual Report 
of the Chief Librarian, 1935-6. Chief 
Librarian, “/m. Threlfall, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (estimated), 59,264. Rate, 4.29d. 
Income from Rate, £8,818. Stock: Lend- 
ing and Reference, 40,174; Schools, 4,765. 
Additions, 9,552. Withdrawals, 8,671. 
Issues: Lending, 598,752; Reference, 
21,774; Hospital, 1,871; Schools, 56,802. 
Borrowers, 18,196; extra tickets, 14,005. 
Branches, 2 
For the first time a decline in the use of books in 
the Libraries is reported. The circulation was, how- 
ever, second only to the peak year, 1934-5, and fell 
short of the total then returned by just over 16,700. 
Among the probable reasons for the decrease in the 
— of reading, mention is made of the space 
imitation of all the present premises, and the faét that 
a slightly smaller amount of reading is being done per 
reader owing to the improvement in industrial con- 
ditions. Work was commenced during the year on 
new library buildings. The Trafford Park library was 
changed into temporary quarters during the erection 
of its new home, and the Firswood Branch is in the 
course of construction. The establishment of a library 
on the Lostock Estate has been sanétioned. After 
much consideration the committee decided to dispose 
of their colle&tion of natural history specimens, and to 
maintain the Longford Hall as an art gallery only 
SWINTON and Penp.LeBuRY Public Libraries.— 
A Year’s Work : being the Chief Librarian’s 
Ninth Annual Report, 1935-6. Chief 
Librarian, Frederick 1. Cowles, F.R.S.L., 
F.S.A.Scot. Population (eStimated), 39,536. 
Total stock, 36,937. Additions, 4,026. 
Withdrawals, 551. Issues: Lending, 
164,780; Children’s Library, 21,474; 
Branches, 181,455 ; Schools, 30,238. Borrow- 
ers,16,379; extratickets,2,212. Branches, 3. 
The tenth anniversary of the reorganisation of the 
libraries occurs this coming O€ober, and the Librarian 
takes this opportunity of reviewing what has been 
accomplished in the past nine years. The Ads were 
— in 1897, but an aétive service was not provided 
il 1926. Since that date great Strides Nave been 


made, and a glance at the Statistical table reveals the 

rapid growth of the service. In 1926 the total circula- 

tion was 15,310; in the year just closed i it was 397,947. 

Not once has there been a set-back, and even larger 

figures are looked for during the coming year. The 

percentage of registered borrowers to the population 

Stands at the remarkable figure of 40. This pheno- 

menal success has meant the outgrowing of accommo- 

dation, and although extensions were carried out in 

1934, the congestion in the Central Library is acute, 

particularly hampering the work among the children. 

The three branch libraries are flourishing and it has 

been thought desirable to increase the hours of opening 

at two of them during the coming winter. 

Yeovit Public Library and Museum.—Annual 
Report, 1935-6. Librarian, E. A. Batty, 
A.L.A. Population, 19,078. Total Stock, 
13,449. Additions, 1,073. Withdrawals, 
566. Issues: Lending, 139,727; Juvenile, 
20,441. Borrowers, 5,370. 

Mr. E. A. Batty succeeded Mr. C. W. Musgrave 
as Librarian in June, 1935, and it must be very pleasing to 
him to be able to present such a satisfa¢tory first report. 
All seétions of the library show improvement both in 

uantity and quality of reading. In spite of a slight 
all in the number of aétive borrowers the total cir- 
culation rose above that of the year previous. There 
was a decided drop in the issue of fiétion, but on the 
other hand, non- “Gbtion issues were 30 per cent. higher. 

Greater interest in the juvenile seétion sent the cir- 

culation from there well over 6,000 up on last year. 

Much useful work was accomplished in the Reference 

Library in spite of the limited space available. Several 

gifts and loans of great interest were made to the 

Wyndham Museum which continues to attraé many 

visitors. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bar.ow. 

Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
— unique. Its purpose is not only to 
ring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found elsewhere. 
Couutns (F. A.) The Boys’ Book of Model 
Aeroplanes. Ed. 4. 1936. Appleton, 6s. 
First published in 1911 and last revised seven 
years ago. The present edition has been largely 


re-written to cover the developments in aeronautics 
and many new photographs and illustrations have been 
added. 


Curr (H. E.) and Pucu (W. T. G.) Praétical 
Nursing. Ed. 1o. 1936. Blackwood, 
12s. 6d. 

Differs very little from the = oglice of 1934. Some 
of the examination questions have been changed. 


| 
| 
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Dauton (Hugh) Principles of Public Finance. 
Ed. 9. 1936. Routledge. 5s. 

First = in 1922 and subStantially revised 
in 1928. A considerable part of the book has now been 
re-written with some omission of the earlier text. A 
new chapter on “ Balancing the Budget” has been 


Gorpon (G. F. C.) Elementary Metallurgy 
for Engineers. Ed. 2.1936. Constable, 8s. 6d. 
About ten pages of additional matter has been 
incorporated in the text of the 1932 edition. There 
are small additions throughout the text but the chapter 
on Structural Steels claims at least half the new material. 
Haas (Arthur) Atomic Theory : an elementary 
exposition. Ed. 2. 1936. Constable, 15s. 
An appendix of forty-eight pages summarizes the 
principal advances in atomic physics since the first 

edition was published in 1927. 

Heatucors (L. K.) The Book of The Douglas. 
Ed. 5. 1936. Pitman, 2s. 

The present edition includes particulars of the 
somewhat important changes in these machines since 
the last revision of 1933. 

Jettey (Harold) The Book of the Morris 
Minor and the Morris Eight. Ed. 2. 1936. 
Pitman, 2s. 6d. 

The first edition of 1933 dealt with the Minor model 
which is no longer marketed. The present edition has 
been extended to cover both models. 

Jupce (A. W.) Car Maintenance and Repair. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Chapman and Hall, 4s. 

About ninety pages of additional text cover 
several innovations introduced since the first edition of 
1928. These include synchromesh and pre-selective 
gear box, new braking systems, petrol supply pumps, 


ete., etc. 
MANNING (G. P.) Reinforced Concrete Design. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Longmans, 21s. 

The somewhat numerous changes to the edition 
of 1924 are chiefly concerned with the mathematics of 
the subject and to variations in the modular ratio. 
Tre chapters on mesh pane! slabs and flat slabs have 
been completely re-written, and there is a new chapter 
on simple frames. The number of illustrations has 
been increased, 

CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM TRUST. 
TweEnty-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT, JANUARY- 

DECEMBER, 1935. vi., 103 p. IJ/. 1936. 
Ir is safe to say that this is one of the most 
eagerly awaited “‘ annuals” that comes to 
the librarian’s desk, not merely because of its 
professional interest, but because it is a con- 
speétus of social service progress during the 
previous year. The one before us deals for 
example with such vital things as village halls, 
boys’ and girls’ clubs, music societies, playing 
fields, land settlement, and so on. As regards 
libraries in particular, reference is made to 


the financial position of the National Central 


A Delightful and Popular Series 


PITMAN’S 
“ GREENJACKET 
BOOKS” 


These books are setting a new standard in juvenile literature. 
Written by well-known authors and broadcasters, full of 
originality, interest and excitement, and issued in attractive 
bindings at a popular price, they represent a serious attempt 
to meet the needs of the modern child. Each in cr. 8vo., 
cloth, 224 pp. 3/6 net. 


@ ADVENTURES WITH 
THE ZOO MAN 


By David Seth-Smith, F.Z.S. (the Zoo Man of the 
B.B.C.). With 15 illustrations. 


@ TALKING OF ANIMALS 
By Gladys Davidson, F.Z.S. (the well-known Midland 
Regional broadcaster). 


KILANGO 
By M. Cathcart Borer. A tale of an African tribe. 
With two colour plates. 

@ OUTLAWS OF THE BORDER 
By Stephen Hockaby. A book of adventure. With two 
colour plates. 

@ FERRY THE FEARLESS 


By Carola Oman. A story of the 12th Century. With 
two colour plates. (Other titles in preparation). 


Prospectuses on application. PITMAN 
Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


Library and to the further substantial help 
that the Trustees have rendered pending 
serious consideration of the problem of that 
library’s permanent income. Every librarian 
will wish for a speedy and satisfaétory solution 
of that problem, and will do everything that 
lies in his power to see that it is established 
on a firm and generous foundation. Reference 
is also made to the progress of the Regional 
Bureaux movement and to the further tokens 
of the Trust’s interest and support of it, to 
the various book purchase grants that have 
been made to municipal libraries, bringing 
the total amount of grants so made during 
the period for which the experiment has been 
current up to £135,650. The grants have 
been prompted by a desire “ to demonstrate 
that the essential function of a Public Library 
is to provide a first-rate book service,” and have 
been limited to towns with populations below 
70,000. 

The Trustees have further maintained their 
interest in County Libraries, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club Libraries, and have generally maintained 
their interest in libraries and librarianship as a 
whole. H.A.S. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


UNIVERSAL CLASSIFICATION. Eng- 
lish Edition of the Classification Decimale 
Universelle of the Institut International de 
Documentation, Volume 1, Fascicule 2, 
O Generalities, Brussels, D. Van Keerberg- 
hen & Fils. London: Simpkin. 3s. 6d. net. 

The Dewey Decimal Classification has a world- 
wide reputation and use. Some thirteen editions have 
been issued of Dewey’s original scheme. The extension 
known all over the world as the Brussells Extension has 
developed the original scheme by the addition of 
auxiliary classes and additional headings to such an 
extent that it may be used by either a great national 
library or a specialised colleétion upon a particular 
subject. The new edition of this Extension has been 

completed in French and we now have Volume L., 

Fascicule 2, the first parts of a complete edition in 

English which will for the first time place at the disposal 

of English and American librarians the full Auxiliary 

Classes, Tables and Indexes in the English language. 

The total work will comprise about 2,000 pages of 

printing, in double column, and cost about £6 Sterling. 

About 70,000 classes will be scheduled. As the classes 

will correspond with those in the 1927 French and 1934 

German editions, except for additions and omissions 

which are obvious from the classification numbers, the 

value of the work as a di€tionary of technical terms in 
these three languages is clear. As a classification and 
general synopsis of knowledge, the Universal Decimal 

Classification is outStanding in its encyclopedic 


character. 
GENERAL. 
ANonyMous, 1871-1935. Illus. Murray. 
12s. 6d. net. 


The fashion for anonymous reminiscences has 
died out recently, but here at least is one which will 
ive readers pleasant cause for speculation. Many 
mous people figure in the book, both literary, artistic 
and dramatic, and there are many pleasant anecdotes and 
just criticisms of their work. 
ARNHEIM (Rudolf) Radio. Translated by 

Margaret Ludwig and Herbert Read. Illus. 
Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Arnheim’s is the first book to deal exhaustively 
with Radio as a separate art and to formulate an 
aesthetic system suitable to it alone. Every aspect is 
dealt with from the equipment of the Studio to the 
psychology of the listener, and a very interesting section 
is dev to Radio plays. The whole is illustrated 
with some excellent photographs both of the B.B.C. 
and of studios abroad. 

Asnuey (F. W.) My Sixty Years in the Law. 
With a preface by the Lord Chief Justice 


of England. Illus. Lane. 135s. net. 
During his fifty-four years as clerk to Mr. Justice 
Avory the author of this interesting book has seen many 


exciting cases and he has many good Stories to tell 

about those who took part in them. He also provides 

a sympathetic piéture of his great chief. 

Forster (Lancelot) The New Culture in 
China. With an Introduétion by Sir Michael 
E. Sadler. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

Many aspeéts of the vast and confusing panorama 
of modern Chinese life are dealt with in this informative 
book. Particularly interesting are those dealing with 
“‘ China and WeStern Science ”’ and ‘‘ The New Culture . 
in China.” 

GeIRINGER (Dr. Karl), Brahms, His Life and 
Work. Illus. Allen and Unwin. 12s. 6d, 
net. 

This life of Brahms is important because the 
author, who is custodian of the “ Gesellschaft fiir 
Musikfreunde ’’ in Vienna has had access to many 
hitherto unrecorded documents concerning Brahms’ 
life. He is thus able to clear up many points about 
the musician’s work and to pave the way for a revised 
critical estimate of his compositions. 

Git (Eric) The Necessity of Belief. An 
enquiry into the nature of human certainty, 
the causes of scepticism and the grounds of 
morality, and a justification of the doétrine 
that the end is the beginning. Faber. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Gill is a very good sculptor, some people 
would call him a very great one. But many people will 
feel that when he takes to writing he is using the wrong 
medium. Nevertheless he has a great deal to say of 
interest to the Student of philosophy, the study of which 
has for too long been in the wom of the professors. 
Gwynn (Stephen) Irish Literature and Drama 

in the English Language: A Short History. 
Nelson. 6s. net. 

Mr. Gwynn has produced an excellent outline 
history of the development of Irish literature during 
the last century, the most important period in its history. 
He is almost universally sound in his critical judgments, 
but English readers may feel that he has dealt with 
George Moore a little harshly. 

Hatt (G. E.) Foundations for the Study 
of Engineering. Illus. Technical Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A text-book of the basic scientific laws on which 
the Study of engineering is founded. The principles 
of Statics and mechanics ate discussed as well as those of 
thermodynamics, and the properties of materials. The 
last chapters are devoted to the Steam Boiler, the 
Steam Engine, and the Internal Combustion Engine. 
Hockin (J. R. A.) Walking in Cornwall. 

Foreword by A. L. Rowse. Illus. Macle- 


hose. 7s. 6d. net. 

For those who have made plans to spend their 
holidays in Cornwall, or who have done so in previous 
years, this is the ideal book, For the former it will point 
out the way to many attractive places off the beaten 
track, and for the latter it will recall many pleasant 
memories. 
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Je.tey (Harold) The Book of the Morris 
Minor and the Morris Eight. Illus. Pitman. 
2s. 6d. net. 

Another useful addition to Pitman’s Motorists’ 
Library, with many useful ti 
maintenance of these 
Krrcwtn (Darcy Days of My 

Youth. Illus. Joseph. 1os. 6d. net. 

Mr. Kitchin’s life has not been a very eventful one 
but he has the knack of writing charmingly about 
slight events. It is this charm which will make his 
book appeal to readers. 

Knicut (G. Wilson) Principles of Shake- 
spearian Produétion, with especial reference 
to the tragedies. Faber. 10s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wilson Knight is in the unusually fortunate 
position of being a professor of English literature as 
well as an a€tor and producer. This combination gives 
him a comprehensive and individual outlook, which is 
refle&ted in this book. 


Know es (Leonard) Linage. How to make 
money from news. A guide for young 
journalists and beginners. Pitman. 2s. 6d. 


net. 

The charms of journalism are perennial. Like 
every profession to-day, journalism is highly specialised. 
The “ penny-a-liner” of old is the “ linage man ” of 
to-day. He has to have a sharp “ nose for news.”” Night 
and day he must devote himself to his work. The 
author gives almost a daily schedule of “‘ do’s” and 
“dont’s”’ and the numerous he lays before the 
beginner should prove invaleabhe. 

Lasx1 (Harold J.) The Rise of European 
Liberalism, an essay in interpretation. 
Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

Professor Laski defines the scope of his work 
very clearly in his preface. He says, “ since Liberalism 
has been, in the last four centuries, the outstanding 
doétrine of Western Civilization . . . an account of 
the faétors through which it achieved its pre-eminence 
would help to explain some at least of the difficulties 
in which we find ourselves at the present time.” Need- 
less to say, Professor Laski has written a penetrating 
work which will be eagerly read by all Students of 
economics and political science. 

Lerpotpt (C. Louis) Jan Van Riebeeck. A 
Biographical Study. Illus. Longmans, 
Green. 12s. 6d. net. 

Van Riebeeck was virtually the founder of 
European civilisation in South Africa. He had a 
romantic career, having been Governor of Malacca and 
in the service of the Eas India Company. The author 
of this eave has made the most of his material, 
and the book goes to show that the same problems 
faced the early settlers as face their successors to-day. 


Lockey (R. M.) Birds of the Green Belt and 
the country around London. Plates and 
sketches by Doris Lockley. Witherby. 
$8. net. 

The author has taken pains to define the limits of 


Features of 
W. H. SMITH & SON’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


@ W. H. Smith & Son bind in CLOTH, BUCK- 
RAM or LEATHER. 


@ Use of double boards makes for exceptional 
strength. 

@ Winterbottom’s Patent Linen finish Art Vellum 
is now used for cloth bindings and also for 
sides of } Niger. 

@ Each leaf is guarded and the end sections 
specially strengthened. 


Gold lettering on spine is in semi-facsimile 
publishers’ style. 
10% DISCOUNT TO PUBLIC & COUNTY LIBRARIES 
PRICES Per Vol. 
+ NIGER, Newly Bound ... im 4/3 
LIBRARY BUCKRAM, Newly Bound ses 3/9 
WINTERBOTTOM’S CLOTH, Newly Bound 3/6 


W.H.SMITH & SON, 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT (SALES SECTION) 
Library Showroom : Entrance “B”’ Tel. : HOLborn 434 
STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


“the Green belt,” which surrounds London for a radius 
of twenty-five miles and over. To enable country 
lovers to visit spots of note and study the birds to be 
found in the various distri€ts, he has given a Transport 
Guide which will be found very useful. A delightful 
little book for bird-lovers. 


LonGwortu (T. Clifton) The Devil a Monk 
Would Be: A Survey of Sex and Celibacy 
in Religion. 16 plates. Herbert Joseph. 
21S. net. 

From the list of Contents and the author’s intro- 
duétion, which is written with much earnestness, it 
will be seen that this work is intended for the student 
rather than for the general reader. It discusses a 
subje& of much controversy. 


Maconocuie (Donald) The Craft of the Short 
Story. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

A handbook of hints to the beginner by one who 
knows. Nothing very quite useful. 
Truman (Nevil) Historic Costuming. With a 

Foreword by C. B. Cochran. Illus. Pitman. 
1os. 6d. net. 


A most useful compendium of styles of costumes ~ 
from the early Greek period to the present time. 
Apart from its great value to theatrical artists and 
costumiers, the series of outline sketches of male and 
female dress period by period is of considerable use to 
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date prints and pictures. There is nothing similar 

known to us for this purpose. 

UnpERwoop (M. C.) The Girl from Crawley’s. 
A Comedy of Charaéter in AGtion. Phipps- 
Walker. 6s. net. 

Mr. Underwood's play is of such a charaéter that 
the Lord Chamberlain has refused it a licence, but it 
is a thoughtful and provocative piece of work, even 
if the author has not always been able to make his 
meaning quite clear. 


VarE (Daniele) The Last of the Empresses, 
and passing from the Old China to the New. 
Illus. Murray. 15s. net. 

The story of the Dowager Empress Tzu-Hsi of 
China is inextricably mixed up with the story of the 
foundation of the Chinese Republic. Signor Varé, 
who was secretary of the Italian Legation in Pekin and 
is therefore well qualified to write the history of this 
period, reveals many interesting sidelights on the life of 
the Empress and also on the Boxer Rebellion of 1900. 


Vine (W. E.) The Roman Empire, its coming 
revival and end, new and revised edition. 
Pickering. 1s. net. 

A prophetic interpretation of certain portions of 
the Holy Scriptures, forecasting a revival of the ancient 

Roman Empire. 


Wave (Aubrey) The War of the Guns. West- 
ern Front, 1917 and 1918. Introduction by 
Edmund Blunden. Illus. from photographs. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Yet another war book. We suppose the pub- 
lishers must be right in thinking that people will still 
read them. Certainly this one, though late in the 
field, is none the less a very good one. It has not the 
high literary quality of some of its predecessors, but 
it is a straightforward narrative and forms an admirable 
text for the many excellent photographs, often exceed- 
ingly grim, which accompany it. 


Wasripce (Earle) Literary Charaéters Drawn 
from Life. Illus. New York. H. W. 


Wilson. 2 Dollars. 

The author, who is the librarian of the Harvard 
Club, has produced a literary handbook of a most 
interesting nature. He has listed alphabetically under 
authors, works in which the charaéters were drawn 
from real life, and has named the originals. He has 
done the same for dramatic and poetic works and 
there is also included a seétion on the poetry of the 
supernatural. 


ZABRISKIE (Louise) Mother and Baby Care in 


Piétures. Lippincott. 6s. net. 

A book on new lines dealing with every-phase of 
mother-and-infant-life. The plates are intended to 
elucidate the text fully. One even shows a Club for 
Fathers, where leétures are held telling them what 
they can do to help in providing care for the wife and 
the baby. The author has filled important posts in 


New York, and her work is thoroughly simple, clear 
and practical. 
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FICTION. 


CaMERON (Isabel) Red Rowans in Glen Orrin. 


Frontis. R.T.S. 3s. 6d. net. 

A real Scottish romance between Elspet Macleod 
and Robert Blake. He sees her shelling peas in her 
aunt’s garden and immediately loses his heart. The 
Rowan berries have a lot to do with it. 


CampsBELL (Violet) Marching 
Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 
ae wandered through Spain, Portugal, 
France Italy in the minS$trel days of a hundred years 
ago. It was all so romantic then, not a bit like the war- 
ridden world of to-day, and the author has made the 
most of her charming atmosphere among the circus folk. 


CuiFForD (Lilian) Little French Girl. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 

War-time was responsible for much and it caused 
Helen Fortescue and John Greer-Gaunt to indulge in a 
love affair. When Helen finds she is going to have a 
child, she marries Raoul de Lavalle and lives in France. 
Later she takes her daughter to England and meets her 
early love who is now married. Their relations are on 
the whole amicable and if John’s wife feels some 

tural jealousy, she does her best to be sensible about 


Minstrel. 


It 
Coss (G. Belton) No Alibi. Longmans, Green, 
7s. 6d. net. 

An ingenious murder problem. It is quite well 
worked out and the secret of the murderer and his 
method is kept until the last chapter. 

Cozzens (James Gould) Men and Brethren, 
Longmans. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Cozzens may always be relied on to produce 
an unusual novel. In this, his latest, he has chosen as 
his hero a New York clergyman ; the reader is shown 
the aétivities of twenty-four crowded hours of his life, 
coping with the affairs of his frail parishioners, advising, 
comforting and arguing. The book depiés very vividly 
the Stress and Strain of modern life and draws a very 
real portrait of an unusual but likeable charaéter. 


Davison (G.) Exit Mr. Brent. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

If you like thrillers with impossible “ killers,” 
ridiculous machinery and plots all over Europe you 
will love Mr. Davison’s latest. 

Epwarps (Norman) Dilemma. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A clever crime story. John Benham and Dom 
think they have got safely away with the body of Bella 
who has been killed by a blow. So they have for the 
time being, but Nemesis overtakes them in the mot 
surprising way. 

FiercHer (Guy) Devil of a Girl. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mooneen a father k a riding school, 
which on his death was bought by Stephen Lynton, 
a riding rival of Mooneen’s. She gets a job in the 
Stables and finally the hard-bitten Lynton learns to love 
her, and so ends the story. 
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Forp (Richard) Anna Craft. Davies. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A tragic Story of young love which has an after- 
math of sorrow and bitterness. Anna Craft is a journal- 
ist and lives an emancipated life. Her lover, Geoffrey, 
does not play a heroic part. It is all rather sordid. 


GerMAINs (Victor Wallace) Colonel to Princess. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A fantastic yarn of a brilliant Colonel in reduced 
circumstances who consents to having his brain grafted 
on to the body of a mad princess, heir to a throne 
somewhere in the Balkans. While he is in this guise 
the Colonel is faced by a love problem, and many 
adventures of other kinds. 


Guuck (Sinclair) The Great London Mystery. 
Mills and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 
Mr. Gluck has done better than this and anyway 
he need not have used the old “ cliché”’ of the snake 
bite. Edgar Wallace did it much better. 


GrEEN (Russell) Wilderness Blossoms. Nelson. 
7s. 6d. net. 

In this, his second novel, Mr. Russell Green 
continues the Story he Started in Prophet without Honour, 
which was so well received by the critics. Mr. Green 
can make the lives of ordinary people and places 
interesting. With him the life, especially the child- 
hood, of Roland Eyre in the grim northern town of 
Norby, becomes a fascinating Story. 


Grey (Ceci)) Spindrift. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The romance of a love-child, Nicola, who has 
music in his soul. Brought up in Cornwall by Bob 
Roberts he goes to London to make his name. His 
vicissitudes there are well described. 


Luoyp (Nora) The Young May Moon. 
Argosy Books. Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 
A reprint of this well written novel of the troubles 
in Ireland and of the childhood days of Aileen Quennell, 
in the attractively produced Argosy Series. 


Macponatp (Sheila) The Tune and the 
Dancer. Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

Fayne Ralston goes to Rhodesia. There she meets 

a man who has been disappointed because the girl who 

came out to marry him ran off with someone else. He 

is apparently the silent strong man and Fayne would 

have to change a great deal to find happiness with him. 


MarsHa.t (Gary) Raging River. Wright and 
Brown. 7s. 6d. net. 
An exciting Story of the Struggles of cattle ranchers 
of real thrills. 


MarsHat, (May) The Song Triumphant. 
Illus. R.T.S. 3s. 6d. net. 

When Mary’s father married again she left home 
and went to live in a boarding house in London. 
Here she became a very different person and was the 
friend and counsellor of the other inmates. 
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Martyn (Wyndham) The House of Secrets. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The extraordinary doings that Mr. Anthony Trent 
came across in the old Cornish village were rather worse 
than his usual experiences. Of course he got out all 
right but he sure trouble. 


MerHiey (Violet M.) The Last Enemy. 
Blackie. 7s. 6d. net. 

Poor Jill Aldred has a bad time of it. She refuses 
to marry Keith Verdon and goes to her uncle only 
to find he has been murdered. Then her brother loses 
his life and everyone is under suspicion. In the end 
Keith comes to her aid and she that he is her best 
friend. 

Pickrorp(Mary) The Demi-Widow. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Coralee and her child Toni are the central figures 
of this Story to which the theatres of Paris form a 
glamorous kground. The child calls everything 
* Coco ”’ and this is chosen as a name for the new Star. 
Mademoiselle Coco is to become “ the naughtiest and 
most charming new scandal in Paris.’” Coco’s romantic 
love Story makes attractive reading. 


Pink (Hal) Tangled Trousseaux. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A rollicking farce in which stolen jewels, mixed 
suit cases, marriage tangles and every other possible 
complication a he part. For those who like this sort 
of thing, this is kind of thing they will like. 
Sarr (Kenneth) Somewhere to the Sea. 

Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

A novel about Dublin life which will bring this 
city vividly before the reader. The central figure is a 
young Sinn Feiner, Neil Coburn, who is seen against 
a of the grey and Steely days of the siege 
of 1920. An outstanding novel. 


smitH (Homer W.) The End of Illusion. 


Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

A novel of charaéter and insight with a setting in 
the wild places of Malaya. Jonathon Work, an engineer 
and bridge builder, is thought to have murdered his 
partner out of jealousy. A strong story worth more 
than a passing thought. 

SrRANGE (John Le) Set Them as a Banner. 


Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

The life story of a boy who is brought up, lonely 
and misunderstood, amidst a family of cousins. The 
war is treated of in sympathetic vein. An outstanding 
Study of life and charaéter. 


JUVENILE. 


Barren (H. Mortimer) Starlight. Chambers. 
5S. net. 

Starlight begins life as a wolf-cub, no larger than 
a man’s two fists, his father, mother and the rest of the . 
family dead, food to hunt on his own account, and the 
barest knowledge of how to fend for himself. But he 
lives to be a husky t wolf of the Tundras after a 
life full of battle abe 
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BRooMELL (Anna Pettit) The Children’s Story 
Caravan. With an introduétion by Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher. Illus. by K. R. Wireman. 
Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

tories of adventure and Stories about everyday 
people, fairy tales and fables, which will give 
pleasure to juvenile readers. They have an unobtrusive 
purpose to bring peace and happiness to the world 
in place of the unrest and dissatisfaction of to-day. 

Davipson (Dr. Donald) The Better Part of 
Valour. Frontis. Pickering. 1s. net. 

This little volume will give to many a real incentive 
to coutage in times of danger and difficulty. 
HAMMONDE (Dahone) The Way to be Happy 

and How Tilly Found It. A story for little 
girls. Frontis. Pickering. 9d. net. 

Tilly Harrison found that the way to be 
is to do things for others. Having found this out s 
proceeds to put her knowledge into praétice by making 
useful presents for poor children whose parents cannot 
afford to buy them toys. 

100 THRILLING TALEs gathered from many 
sources during sixty long years. Pickering. 
Is. net. 

Real life stories of those who have been saved by 
the blessed word, colleéted from all parts of the world 
and suitable for preachers, lay readers and others. 


Correspondence 
The Editor, THe Liprary Wor.p. 


June, 1936. 
OVERALLS. 


Str,—The article on the above subject by a 
chief Librarian in your last month’s issue 
prompts one to express surprise at the scant 
bibliography in the professional journals on 
such a supremely important matter. For years 
the rank and file have been waiting for a lead. 
Never a President has had the courage, or 
should it be ability ? to deal with such a vital 
question in the Presidential address, nor even 
to mention it in a casual way. There exists, 

o “ Overalls Sub-Committee” of the L.A. 
Only an article by the late Miss Frost, and few 
scattered references are all that have been 
attempted. We have been overawed by over- 
alls. But now comes forward one who has 
not only given a great deal of thought-to the 
matter and discussed it with a lady chief 
librarian, and disagreed (what could she know 
about it), but also arranges conferences with 
his staff. So far so good. But then comes 
a Strange contradiction. His artistic gense is 
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but he insists on the same colour and material, 
although he is generous in the matter of 
trimmings. Would not a gorgeous splash of 
different colours and designs make for brighter 
libraries ? | differ from Mr. Piper (who of all 
persons should not call the tune) in allowing 
my staff to wear what colours they prefer. 
The result is a flower garden and not a field 
of dandylionesses. Mr. Piper admits that a 
Style that suits a tall slim girl will look posi- 
tively ugly on a short girl; but he forgets 
that a colour that suits one type of beauty 
also will not suit another. Under his authority 
the same colour must be worn by brunettes, 
blondes, auburn haired and the other various 
“ visions of delight.” Surely this is a serious 
matter and deserves a further period of a 
“ good deal of thought.” 
Chorus of auburn assistants. (With apologies 
to an old song.) 
Oh! Mr. Piper whatever shall we do ? 
You’ve bought us all red overalls 
And we wanted navy blue. 
Can’t you take and change ’em, 
Our hair’s an auburn hue. 
Oh! Mr. Piper we are surprised at you. 
One is tempted to ask where this diGtator- 
ship of dress is going to stop. If overalls are 
so important, even more so are other articles 
of feminine wear. I dare not mention them, 
But we are told that “ we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen, for the things which are seen are 
temporal . . .” 
I am afraid that my professional education 
is far from complete, as Mr. Piper stresses the 


= that the female figure has an important 


ring on the problem, and I have sadly 
neglected all but the outward and visible siga 
to the disadvantage of the inward and spiritual 
grace. What a pity the subjeé is not on the 
syllabus of the L.A. examinations, although 
correspondence course would be totally ime 
adequate. Mr. Piper has been many times 
complimented on the smartness of his staff 
How proud he must feel. But I suppose We 
have all a weakness for a beauty chorus. Am 
for heart’s sake. 

were woman’s looks.” 
Yours, etc., 


VERDANT. 


Or is it “ My only books 


offended by uniformity of pattern and design, - ; 
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®DIRECTORIES 


The American Booktrade Directory 


Including a list of 6,000 booksellers, publishers, trade organizations and periodicals, 
wholesalers, literary agents, newspaper syndicates, subscription book concerns, British 
publishers, wholesale agents in foreign publications, and other lists. 


Retail booksellers of all types are arranged by states and cities, and listed alphabetically 
thereunder. Practically all are keyed to give type of store and details of ae tae 
A very valuable mailing list. 


Publishers and other lists are alphabetically arranged. This is the only booktrade 
fact book of names and addresses in this industry. $10.00 


The American Library Directory 


A list by states of some 9,000 libraries—with guide to class of library and with names 
of librarian and statistical data. The list includes: public libraries, college and 
university libraries, professional and institutional libraries, library organizations, 
library schools and leading libraries of Canada. The book includes an index to special 
collections. 


The arrangement is alphabetical by states, and cities—under which libraries are listed 
in alphabetical order. Includes a great deal of statistical information about each 
library. $12.00 


Periodicals Directory—Revised and Enlarged 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS— 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, edited by CAROLYN F. ULRICH, Chief Periodicals Division, 


N.Y. Public Library. 


This directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for 
librarians of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also 
as an aid in the selection of titles for purchase. 

This list does not aim to be exhaustive but its eight thousand selected titles represent 
the periodicals published in the United States and foreign countries, especially in 
England, France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American 
collections. $12.00 


R. R. BOWKER CO. 62 W. 45th St. NEW YORK 
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GAIN THIS YEAR OUR ATTRACTIVE 
DISPLAY OF NEW JUVENILE BOOKS 
DREW MANY INTERESTED LIBRAR- 

=| IANS TO OUR EXHIBITION AT THE 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 


These are books attractively bound with a 
leather back and bright cloth sides on which 
are reproduced the original designs as chosen 
by the Publishers, which we thoroughly 
recommend for your Juvenile Library. 


Every title is carefully selected from the most 
recent Publications and the bindings embody 
the strength and well-known characteristics of 
CHIVERS’ LIBRARY BINDING. 


A comprehensive Catalogue is now ready 
and will be sent on request together with 
a sample if desired. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders & Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


’ Printed by Franx Jucxss Lrp., 8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4 ; 
end Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., $1 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.t 
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